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METAPHORS AND EMOTION ILLUSTRATION:
THE CASE OF PATHETIC FALLACY.

Emotions are personal and abstract, as there 1s no accurate way of testing 1f we all feel similarly. This represents a challenge for authors to convey a charac-
ter’s emotions in a way that will reach the reader 1n a universal and objective way. Using figurative language to illustrate emotions 1s an i1deal way of portray-
ing those emotions 1n a way that will be clear for any reader. This 1dea aligns with Cognitive Metaphor Theory (CMT) principles. CMT has for 1ts founding
principle that metaphors are used to 1llustrate subjective or abstract concepts through 1images that are objective and physical, easily visualised by all. Pathetic

fallacy 1s a special type of metaphor used to communicate emotions. Its usage 1s best defined through CMT:

In the case of pathetic fallacy, emotions are understood in
terms of the environment..

3. Text Analvsis:

Each text below represents one main function of pathetic fallacy mentioned above.

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,

Y 1 ® L J
Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronté (1847). Mark Twain (1884). The Hound of the Baskervilles,
Arthur Conan Doyle (1902).

There was no possibility of taking a walk that swished and swished October 16th

day. leat- ol d brisl
1es}g shrubbery nng risker and brisker

the cold winter wind
clouds rain

chilly afternoons I
twilight

Context: Title
Sounds

Context: Title + deictic terms used

Context: Title + names given + deictic terms used
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