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INTRODUCTION

This study focuses on the metaphorical representation of the
concept of “a teacher”, using the visualization and verbal
description of the teacher made by students from Russia,
India, Malaysia, the United Kingdom, Spain and France.
Metaphor is researched as complex multilevel phenomenon
In many aspects: cognitive, psychological, communicative
and others. One of the major problems in cognitive linguistics
IS the categorization of the world; and metaphor, as a
cognitive mechanism, has a significant role in a process of
human cognition and perception of the world.
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CUNCLUSION

The current study revealed how students from six different countries
perceive the concept of “a teacher”. This piece of research revealed
six emerged themes in terms of visual representation, as well as
eight themes of verbal metaphorical representation. This study
concludes that female students tend to more frequently use verbal
metaphors in describing “a teacher”, whereas the number of visual
metaphors used by male and female participants does not differ
significantly. Interestingly, the representatives from diverse cultural
backgrounds do not have significant differences in the metaphors
used to visually represent and verbally describe “a teacher”. Despite
age, cultural diversity, and various spheres of education, we see

teachers as close friends, sources of knowledge and light, as well as
perceive them close, like a family.
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